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Woman's Work in the Middle Ages,
S
*“King Arthur’s gword, Exealibur,

Wrought vy the lonely malden of the Lake,

Nine years she wronght it, sitting in the despe

Uy on tha hiddon basos of the hiiln*

Bir Bedivere's heart wisgave him twice ere he
eonld obey the dying commands of King
Arihur, and fling awny so precious & relie, The
lonely maiden's industry has been equalied by
many ol her morial sisters, Stuing, not indesd
#yupon the hidden bases of the hille,” but in all
the varted homon hablintions built above them
pince the days of King Arthur,

The richuess, besuty, and skill displayed in
the needle-work of the Middle Ages demonstrute
the perfection that art had avtamed: while
church inventories, wille, and costumes repre-
sented in the miniatures of Wluaminated mana-
soripts and elsewhere, amaze us by the quantity
as well the qunlity of this department of
woman's work, Though regial robes and heavy
ehurch vestments were sometimes wrought by

monks, yet 0o woman's taste and skl the

retter share of the result musg be attrbuted,

he profe sional hands veing those of nuus and
sheir puplls in convents,

The lire of woman in those days was pxtremeoly
Monolonovk,  For the mnss ol the people, there
hardly existed any meaus of locomotion, the
swumpy ginte of the land in England aud on the
Continent allowhug few ronds o be made, ex
eept suech ae were traversed by poack-horses,
Ludies of ronk who wished to journcy were
borne on ltrers eurried upon men's shoulders,
and, until the tourteenth and titoenth centuries,
few representitions of carringes appear, Sueh
A convevauee s dgpioted in an Hustradon ol
the Romance of the Rose, where Venus, atilred
in the lashionable costume of the ftteenth con-
tury, is gented in o share, by courteay a chariot.
but in fact o clomsy covered wagon withont
springs,  Bix doyves are perehed vpon the shatts,
and Instengd by medueval barness, The god-
dess of course posgessed supernuman powers lor
guiding ths extraordinury equipage, but to
mere morials It must have beon a slow conch,
and n horribly uncomioriable gouveyance even
when horses were substitutod for doves, An
ordinance ol Philip le Del, in 1204, forbids any
wheel curringes 1o be uged by the wives of citi-
Zens, 48 oo great o luxury. As the date of tho
eoach which Veuus guides 1s two hondred years
Iawer, 1t is ditlleult to imagine what =tyle ol
ﬂ“npugl- belonged 1o thoge ladics oyer whom
Philip 1e Bel iyrannized,

With so little meang of going abount, our

aisters of the Middle Ages were porioree do-
mestic; no woud-r they excelled in veedle-work,
To women of any culture it was slmost the only
sangible form of ereative ort they could com-
mand, and the love ot the beaufitul implanted
in their souls must find some expression. The
great patterncbook ol nature, Glled with grace.
fal forms, 1u evervaried asrrangement, and
illuminnted by delicnte tne or gorgeous hues,
suggested the beauly taey endeavored o repre-
sent, Whether religions  devotion, human
afleotion, or a tgste for dress prompted them,
the needle was the instrument to etect thelr
purpoge, The mwonosram of the blessed Mary's
name, intertwined with pure white filies on the
deep blue gronnd, was designed and embrolder od
with holy reverence, and lald on she allar of
the Lady-chapel by the trembling hand of one
whoge sorrows hind thers found solace, or by
another in token of gratitude for jovs which
were heightened by a conviction of celes-
tial synipathy. The ﬂwmmu ol the knight
—a silken streamer atlised to the top ol the
lance—bore his crest, or an emblematic alin-
sion to some event in his career, embroidered,
iv wos supposed, by the hand of his lady-love,
A yet more sacved gilt was the searl worn
serogs the shoulder. an indigpensable append-
age to a knight fully equipned. The emotions
of the human soul send an electric current
through the ages, and women who, during four
Yyears oi war, tolled to aid oonr #otdiers in the
great struggle of the nineteenth century, telt
their hearts beat in umison with hers who
gave, with tears and prayers, pennon and scarf
to the knightly and beloved hero seven hundred
years ngo.

Not only were the appointments of the war-
riors adorued by necdle-work, but the ladies
must have found awmple scope loe industry and
taste in thelr own tollets, The Anglo-Saxnon wo-
men as (ar buck as the eighth century excellod
in needle-work, although, judelng from the
repre<entations which huve come down to ua,
their dress was much less ornnmented than that
of the gentlemen. During the elebth, ninth,
and tenth centuries there were few chunges in
iashion. A purple gown or robe, with long
yellow gleayes, and coverchief wrapped round
the head and neck, frequently appears, the
edges ol the long gown and sleeves being slightly
ornamented by the needle. How the ladies
dressed their hair in those days is more ditlicult
to decide, us the coverchiet copceals 1, Crisp-
ing-aeedles, to eurl and plait the halr, and
golden haircauls, are mentioned in Saxon wri-
tings, and give us reason to suppose thal the
locks of the tuir dameels were not neglecteld. In
the eleventh century the embroidery upon the
long gowns becomes more glaborate, and other
chunges of the mode appear,

From the report of an sncient 8panish ballad,
the art of needle-work sand taste in dress muost
have attained great perfeetion in that country
while our Anglo-Suxon sisters were wearing
their plain long gowns, The fair Sybilla s
deseribed as changing her dress seven times in
one evening, on the arrival of that soccessful
and victorious knight, Prince Baldwin., First,
she dazzlos him in blue and silver, with a rieh
turban; then appears in purple satin, fringed
and looped with gold, with while feathera
her bnir; next, in green silk and emeralds:
anon, in pale straw-color, witn o { flowers;
next, in pink and sitver, with varied plumes,
white, curnaiion, und i:im-; then In brown,
with @& splendid crescent., As the fortunate
Prince bebolas each transformation he |8 he-
wildered—as well he may be—to choose which
arcay becomes her best; bu: when

“Lastly in white sbhe comes, and loosely
Down in ringlets fioats hor nuir;

*Oh,’ exo'aims the Prince, ‘what beauty !
Ne'er was Princess hulf go far," "

Simplicity and natural grace carmed the day
after all, o8 they generally do with men of trus
taste, "h’umﬂu is fine for ber own satisfuotion
alone,” saya that nice observer of human usture,
Jane Austen. ** Man only knows man's insensi.
bility 10 a new gown.” We hope, however, that
the dressmakers und trewomen of the faip
Syblle, who had expended so much time and
anvention, were handsomely rewarded by the
Prinee, since they must have been most accoms-
]Jlivhr:(i needle-women snd handmaide to bave
gol up thelr youug lady in so many costumes
and in such rapid suceession,

A very odd fashion appears in the thirteenth
and fourteenth oenturies, of embroidering
heraldio deviees on the long gowne of the lndies
of runk, In ove of the Numinations of a famous
pagiter, excouted by Sir Geotlery Louterell, who
died In 13456, thot nobleman s reprosented
armod at all point: receiving fom the ladies of
his Lamily his tltiog helmet, ehield, snd pavon
His coat-ol~arms 18 repented on every part of his
own dress, aud s cobroadered on” (hat of his
wile, who wears also the arest of herown fnul y.

Marie de Halnault, wife of the first Duke
of Bourbon, 1864, appenrs in o corsage and

l_min of ermine, with o very Cerce-looking
lion rampant  embroidersd “twioe on  her

long gown,  Her jewsla are magnitcont, Anne,
Daupbine d'Auvergne, wife of Louls, second
Duke of Bourbon, marsied in 1371, disploys an
heraldic dolphin of very ginister asooct upon
one sloe of hor corsuage, und on (he skiet of
her long gown, which, divided jn the centre,
seems 80 be composed of two differeut stuils,
that opposite to the dolphin belng powdered
with flewr de fis, Her clrelot of iu“QL‘ I8 very
elegant, and is worn just above hep brow,
while the bhalr 18 braided close W the face.
An attendant lady weurs neither traln por
fewels, but hor dress is likewlse formed of difep.
ent materinl, divided like that of the Dauphiye,
Six) little parrots me emblazoned on the righy
gide, one on her gleeve, two on her corsuge, and
three on her ekirt, The fashion of embroider-
ing armorial besrings on ladies' dresses must
have given needle-women a vast deal of work.
Jt died out in the Afteenth century,

It was the enstom in foudal times for knlghtly
familics 1o sena their danzhters to the casties of
their suzeraln lords, to be trained to weave and
tmbrolder, The young ladies on-heir return
bowe instructed the more intelligent of their
femonle servantsin these arts, Ladwes of rank
in all conntries prided themselves upon the
pumber of theete attendants, snd were m the
hubit of passing the moruing s=urronnded by
their workwoimen, singing the chansons a tove,
ae ballads composed for these hours w:-rn'_c:ﬂle 3.

Feilenne Jodelle, a French poet, 1573, ad-
dyessed o falr lady whose cunning Ongers plied
the needle in words thus translated:—

o1 saw thoe woave B web with anre,

W hore at thy touch freah rosés grew,

And mryvoelled they were 1ormod <o i,

And that thy heart euoh naturs knew,
Alus! how id o my SUrprise,
pinee nought 8o pisin can be:

Thy cheek their richest hue supglies,

And 1 thy breach thoir pertume Hes;

Their grace and beauty all are deawn from thee,"

If perdle-work had e poetry, it had also ity
reckoniugss Oid secount-books benr many en-
trles of heayy pavments for working materials
uted by mdustrious queens and  ladies
ol rank, Good suthorities siate that, before the
sixih century, nll sllk materials were bronght
to Europe by the Seres, nuceswors ol the ancient
Bokbarinoy, whence it denved it pame of
senca.  In 551, silk-worms were Introduced by
two monks into Constantinople, but the Ureeks
monupolized the manulaetore until 1180, when
H(i.;:l'&. King ot -"'Fi(_tll:.‘. returning rom A erosmnile,
calletted some Greek manuinetorers, and estib-
lished them at Palermo, whenee the trade was
disseminated over Ttaly,

In the thirteentu century, Bruges wis the
great mart for slk, Dhe stulls then known
were velyet, sutin (ealled spmite), nnd tatdets
fll of which were siltehed with gold or silver
thread. The expense of working materials was
therclore very gireat, and royal ladies cou-
descended Lo superintend gewing-schools,

Kditha, con.ort of Bdward the Jonressor, was
8 highly secomplighed lndy, who sometmes
intercepted (he master ol Westminster school
and Eig scholars o thelr walks, questioning
them o Latine  She was algo skilled o all 1emi-
nine works, embroldering the robes ol her royal
hugband with her own hands,

Of all the tair oneg, however, who have
wrought for the service ol & kKiog, since the
manutacture of Excallbur, let the bame of
Matilda of Flunders, wite of Willlvm the Con-
queror, stand at the Lead of the record, in spiv:
ot hisworaus' doubts.  Matilda, born about the
yeur 1051, was earefnlly educated, She lhad
beauty, lenrninme, nuluhtr.\j: nud  the Ull}'l“l.‘i
tapestry connected with her name still exists, o
monument o her achievements in the art of
necdleswork, It 18, as everybody knows, o pic-
turid ehronicle ol the conquest of Eogland—a
wile's tribute 1o the glory o1 her hushand,

As a specimen ol daoeclent shitchery and
feminipe audustry, this work is extremely
curious, The tapestry i two hundred and twen-
ty-two Jeet i lenggth and twenty in width, Itis
worked In diltlerent-colored worsteds on white
cluth, vow brown wih sge. The attempts to
1epresent  the human tgure are very rude,
and it 45 merely given fo ootline,  Matilda
evidently had very tew colots at her disposal,
a8 the horces are depleted of any hue—blue,
green, or yellow; the arabesque patterns jn-
trogueced are mch and varied,
During ine French Revolution this tapestry
was demanded by the insargents (o cover their
gpung; buta priest sucecedea in conceuling |t
until the stonn had passed. Bonapare kuew
ite value, He caused it to be brought o Paris
and displayed, after which le restored the pre-
cions relic to Bayeux,
We bhave muany records of royal ladies who
practised and patronized ueedle-work., Anne of
Brittany, first wite of lLowms XII ol France,
caused three hundred girls, duuszhtors of the
nobility, to be instructed 1 that art under ber
personul supervision.,  Her daoghier Claude
wursued the same laudable plan.,  Jeanne d'Al-
bret, Queen of Navarre, aud mother of Henry
1V of Frauce, n woman of vigorous mind, was
ekilled also in the handierait of the needie, and
wrought a set of haneings ealled The Pricon
Opened,” mweaning thar she had broken the
bonds of the Pope,
The practice of teachinz needle-work con
tinued loue ar the French ecowmrt, and it was
there that Mary of Scotland learped the art in
which she &0 much excelled. When cart intw
prison, she beguiled the time, and soothed the
repentant anxieties of her mindg with the com-
pamonship of her needle. The specimens ol her
work yet existing are principally bed-trimmngs,
hungings, and coverlets, compozed ol dark
sutin, upon which flowers, separatoly embroi-
dered, are transterred,
The romances and lays of chivalry contam
mony de-criptions of the ornanmental needle-
work of those early days, Iu one of the anecient
ballads, o knight, after deseribing a fair_dawsel
whom he had regened and carried to his castle,
adds that she “knew how to sewe and nnke ull
mauner of silken worke,” and no doubt he
made her repair many of his wanties and soards
fenyed and torn by time and tourney.
The beautiful Elaine covered the shleld of
Eir Launcelot with a case of silk, upon which
devices were braided by her fmr hands, snd
added, from ber own design,
A border fantagy of branch and flower,

And yellow.thromed nesting fo the nest.”

When be went to the tourney she gave him a
red sleeve “hravdered with great pearls,” which
he bound upon his helmet, It 18 recorded that,
in a tournament at the court of Burgundy in
1445, one of the kuights received from s lady
a sleeve of delicate dove color, which bhe fas-
tened on his left arm,

Thege sleeves were made of n different mnte-
rial from the dress, and generally of 4 richey
fabric elnborately ornamented; so Lhey were
considered \'uluuglv enough to form a seéparate
legnes In wills of those centuries. Maddalena
Doni, in ber portraiy, palnted by Raphael, which
havgs in the Putt Palace at Plorence, wears u
pair of these rich, beavy sleeves, fastencd
glightly nt the shoulder, and worn over 4 ghorter
nim‘\'uﬁ)(‘lungum to her dress, Thus we see how
it was that o Indy could disengage her sleeve at
the right moment, and give 16 {o the fortunate
knight,

The art of adorning linen was practised from
the earhest dates, Threads were drawn aond
fushioned with the needle, or the end of the
cloth unravelled apd pleited into geometrical
putterns, St Cuthbert’s curious gruve-clothes,
ug described by an eye-witness to us disinter-
ment in tbe twelfth century, were ornamented
with eul-work, which was used principally for
ecclesinstical purposes, and was looked upon n
Euglund till the dissolution of thie mouaateries
ug & church secret. The open-work embroidery,
which went vnder the general nwme of cut-
work, is the otlgon of lace,

The history of lace by Mre, Bury Palliser,
recently published in Loudon, is worthy of
the exquisite fabric of  which It 1reats,
The suthor haes woven valaable facts, histor-
cal associations, and curlous aucedotes into the
web of her narrstive, with an indosury and skitl
rivalling the work of her medimval sisters. The
iHustrations of e besudful volume wre tuken
o rare apecimens of aneient and modern
lace, so perfeotly execmed a8 quite to decerve
the eye, and almost the touch,

Ituly and Flanders dispute the inveution of
woint or needle-made lnee, The Ttallwns proba-
1y derived the art of needle-work rom the
Greeks who ook refoge In ltply during the
troubles of the Lower nmpirve, Its origin was
updoubiedly Byzantine, us the places which were
fn constant mtercourse with the Gresk Empire
were the cities where polot-lnce was enrliost
mude.

The traditions of the Low Countries also
ageribe it to su Rastorn origin, nssigoing Lhe
mtiodueiion of lsce-making to the Crusaders
on their return om the Holy Lund. A modern
writer, Francis North, asserts that (he Italiais
leprped embroldery om the Suragens, s
Bpunlards leprned the fame art from the Moors,
pod, ln proot of hig theory, svates that the
word embrolder 15 derived from tha Arabie,
and does pot belong to any Buropean lan-
guuge, In the opinion of some authotities, the
English word t(ace comes from the Latin
word lieina, signifying the hem or fringe of
& parment; others suppose it derived from the
word (uees, which appears in Avglo-Norman
satutes, meaning bralds which were nsed to

umite different paris of the dress. In England
the earlicst lace was onlled pastament, from

the foct that the threads were passed over each
olber fn Its formation; and it is pot aptil the
reivn of Richard 11 that the word lace aopears
in royal scoounts. The Frencn term denfolie ia
also of modern date, and wns not used until
fastijon enused poisament to be maode with a
toothed edge, when the demgnation passomend
dentole nppenrs,

But whbateyer tle origin of the name; lnce-
waking nnd embroidery havo employed many

fingers, and worn ont many oyes, and even
erented  revolutions, _I'I'l Engiand, uontil
the time of Heonry VI, shires, handger-

chiefs, sheets, snd pillow-onees were embroj
dered in silks of different colors, until the
fashion gave way 1o cul-work and lace. Tlaly
produced lace fabrics early in the fifteenth cen-
tury: and the Florenune poet, Fiftenzuoln, who
flouriched abont 1520, composed an elegy Gpon
a collar of ratsed polot lace made by the hand
of his mistress, Portralts of Venotian ladies
dated a2 early 03 1500 reveal white luce trim-
mings: but at that period lnce was, professedly,
only made by onne for the gerviceof the Chareh;
and the term “‘nul s work"” has beon the designn.
tion of lace ln many places to a very modern
date. Yenlee wns fned for point, Genoa for
pillow laces, English Parliamentary records
have #tatutes on the subject of Venice lnoes; al
the coronition of Richard 111, fringes of Venlow
and mantie laces of gold and white silk appenr,
“To know the sge and podieress
O polds o) Flanders and Veuse,"”

depends much upon the ancient pattern books
Joetn existence, FParchment patterns, denwn
und pricked for pillow lace, bearing the date
ol 15677, were lately lound covering old lnw hooks,
in Albigola, & town near Savons, which wasa
plaee colebrated for its lnces, a8 we infor {rom the
tiet thit it was long the custom of the dangh-
ters of the nobles Lo select these lages for their
wedding shawls and veils. Theoe is n pretty
tradition at Venlee, handed down nmoung the
inhabitanis of the Lagoon:, which =avs that s
sn'lor brouaht home to his betrothed o branch
of the delieate corailine knowa us “wermnids'
lnce.” Toe girl, 8 worker in points, attracted
by the grace of the cornl, ioltated it with her
pecdle, nnd alter much Lol produced the cxqgui-
gite fnbric which, as Veniee peint, soon breame
the mode o all Burope, Lace-maging in Italy
formed the occupation of many women of the
higher clusses, who wished to add to their in-
comes, BEach lady had a number of workers Lo
whom she supplied patterns, prickead by bhersell,
paving her workwomen at the eud of every
week, each day being notehed on u tally.

In the convent of Gesa Bambino, at Rome,
curious specimens of old Spanish conventual
work—parchment patterns with Iace in pro-
gresg—have been found,  They In‘lmmeg Lo
Spanish nons, who long age taueht the art of
loce-making to noviees, Like all point lace,
this appesrs to be executed in scparate pieces,
i:i\'vn out by the nuns, and then joined togethier
o skiliul band, We see the pattern traced,
the work partly finlshed, aud thelvery thrend leit
a8 when “Sieter Felice Vittora ' lusd down her
work centurles ngo, Mrs, Palllser received from
Rome photogrupbe of thege valuable relics, en-
gravings from which she has inserted in her
bigtory of lnce.  Aloe-thresd was then usced lor
Inee-making, 4= it 15 now o Florence {or sew-
fng straw-plait.  Spanish poiot has been s
celebrated as that of Flanders or Italy., Some
traditions aver that Spain raought the ary to
Flonders, Spain had no couse to import lnces;
they were extensively made at heme, and were
lees known than the munufacture of otlier
countyies, becuuse very little was exported.
The numberiess images ol the Madoonna and
palron sainte  dressed und undres<ed datly,
together with the albs of the prieste and
decorations of the altars, ecaused an im-
mense  consumption tor ecclesinsticnl wuses,
Threud  laee  was manulfasctured in Spain
in 1492, and in the Cathedral of Granads
is o lace nib resented  to  the Chureh
by Ferdiand and {eabelln —one of the few relies
of eccleswstical erandeur preserved in the
vountry. Cardinal Wiseman, io a letter to Mrs,
Palliser, states that he bad himself officiated in
this vesiment, which was valued at ten thou-
saud erowns. The tine church Ince of Spain
was little known in BEurope until the revolution
ol 1830, wher splendid specimens were suddeuly
thrown into the market—not mercly the heavy
Ince known as Spanish point, but picces of the
most exquisite description, which could only
havo bova mmde. caye Mres, Palliser, by those
whose time was not money,

Among the 8axon Huortz Mountains is the old
town of Annaburg, and beneath o lime-tree m
its ancient burinl-ground stands s simple monu-
ment with this inseription:—

** Here lies Barbara Uttmaon, died on the 14th
of Janvary, 1676, whose invention of Ince in the
yveuy 1661 made her the benefactress of the Haorts
Mountaing,

‘An aetive mind, a skilful hand,
Brings blessings down on Futoerland."”

Burbaras was born in 1614, Her purents, bur
ghers ol Nuremberg, removed to the Huartz
Mountains tor the purpose of working o mwine
in that peighborhood. It is said that Bar-
bara learped the art of lace-making from a
native of BHrabaut, a Protestant, whom the
crueities of the Duke ot Alva had driven from
her country, Barbarn, observing the mountain
virls making nets tor the miners {0 wear over
thelr hair, took great Interest in the improve-
ment of their work, and succeeded 1 teaching
them o fine knitted tricot, and afterwards a
lace cround. In 1561, having procured aid
from Flanderg, she set up a workshop in Anna-
burg tor lace-making, Thus branch of induostry
5[lrt'u(| beyond Bavaria, giving employment to
thirty thousand persong, aud producing a reve-
nue of one million thalers,

Italy and Flanders dispute the inventlon of
lace, but it was probably introduced into both
countries about the same time, The Emperor
Churles V commanded lace-making to be twught
in =chools and convents, A specimen ot the
manufiacture of his day may be seen in his cap,
now preserved in the muzenm at Hotel Cluny,
Parig, It i8 of fine hnen, with the Emperor's
arns embroldered in relief, with designs in lace,
of exquisite workmanship, The old Flemish
luces sre of great besuty and world-wide fume.

Many passuges iu the history of lace show how
severely the manufacture of this bewutitul fabric
g strained the perves of eve and brain, The
fishermen’s wives on the Scottish const apostro-
phize the fizh they sell, aiter their husbands'
perilons voyages, and ging,

“Call them lives o* mon,"”

Not more fatal to Iife are the blosts
Irom ocean winds than the tusks of laborious
lnee-makers; avd this thought cannot but minele
with our ndmiration for the skill displayed i
this branch of woman's endless toil and endea-
vor 1o supply her own wints and ald those who
are dear to ber; in the present as well as in the
past centurivs.

in the Brtish Mugrum there Is a curlous
winuseript of the fourteenth century, alier-
wards trapslated *into our maternwll englisshe
by me William Caxton and emprymed ot West-
miustre the lasi day of Junuer, the test yere of
the regne of King Richard cthe thyed,” ealled
“the booke which the Knlghit of the Towere
mado for the enseygnement and teching of s
domghires,®

Ihe Knight of the Tower was Geoffory
Lundry, surnsmed De In Tour, of & noble family
ol Anjod, 1o the mouth of Apnil, 1071, e was
oue duy rellecting bevesth the shade of some
irecs on yarious passages ln his hfe, and apon
the wewory of his wite, whose early death had
cavsed him sorrow, when his three daughters
wilheo Into the earden, The sight of these
motherless girls noturally turned hig thoughts
to the condition ot woman in soewety, and nhe
resolved 10 write o treatize, enforesd by exnm-
ples vl Both good and evil, for thelr instrnetion,
The ginte of socrety which the “'évil” examples
portrey might well cause a father's heart to
iremble.

The education of youog ladics, ns we lave
betore statod, was in that age nsually assjigned
to convents or to famihes of bhigher rank, It
consisied of lpstrocuon in ne dlework, confee-
tionery, surgery, and the rudiments of church
muglo, Men were strongly opposed o any aeh
degrve of mental culture for women; and
slthough the Kunlght of the Tower thinks it
zo0d lor women to be taught 1o read their
Jibles, yet the pen §s too dangerons an instro-
ment to trost to their hands, The art of
writing he dlsapproves,—"Betler wWomen can
naught of IL"  Keliglous observances he strictly
recommends; but we ehudder at some of the

stories which even b well meaning father
relates o Ulustrations of the ellloncy of reli-
glove austeritice, Extravagunce in dress pre-
valled at that time among wen and women to
such adefnze tunt Parltament wus appealed to
on the subject in 1883, From the Knight's ex-
hortation on the subjeet, this man'n seems to
have nilected the women slarmingly, and the
exnmples given of the passion for dress Appear
to surpoass what s sckuowledged in our day, Yot
the vast increase of matenals, as well us the
extendea interests and objects apened to woman
now, remlers the extravagancs of diessin the
Middle Ages far less repretonaible,

The record of womnn's work in the Middle
Ages includes  far mere than the account of
Whit her neodle accomplished, The position of
the mistresa of a family in those centurlos was
no sinceure. When we look up nt castles
perched on rocks, or welk through the echoinge
apartments of baronial halls, we know that
Womun must have worked there with brain snd
fingers, The houseliold and 15 dependencies,
in sueh mwansions, consisted of more thwn w
reore ol persong, and proviclons must be lald
i during the aulnmn for many months, As

we glunce at the enormous tire-nlaces and
ovens in the kitehens of those ceastles
and halls, and remember the weight of

the armor men wore, we can readily nnagine
that no trifling supply of brswn and beel was
necded for their meals; and the sight of a hue-
band trowning out of one of those old belmets
becnuge the diuner was sennty, must have been
& teartul trial 10 feminine nerves, The title of
“Lady™ meuns the “Giver of bread” in Saxon,
and the lady of the castle dispensed lood to
muany beyond er own household,

The lusk of preparing the raimont of the family
devolved upon the women; for there were no
travelling denlersaexeeptior the richest pnd wost
expensive articles,  Wool, the produce of
the flock, was carded and spup: flax was
grown, and woven ifuto comrse  Hoen; and
hoth materinls. were prepured  and  tash-
foped uty garments @t bome. Gilimpees
ol dumestle e come down Lo us through early
legends and records, some ot which modern
genius has melooized, Aulhentic bistory and
ronsantic story olten show us that women of nil
ranks were lhittle better, in fuot, than housahold
drudpes to these splendld knights and courtly
old barous, The fawr Enid sang a charming song
ug #he tumed her wheel; but when Geriant ar-
rived, she not only assisted her mother to re-
celve him, but, by her /ather’'s order, lea the
knight's chorger to the stall, and gave him
corn, 1f she alzo relieved the noble animal of
his heavy saddle and horse furniture, gave him
water as well as corn, und shook down (he dry
furze tor his bed, shie must have had the courage
nna =kill ot u ieminine Rarey: and we feny
her dress of faded slIk eame out of the stable in
a very dilapidated condition. Atter the horse
was cared tor, Enid put her wits and hands to
work to prepare the evening meal, aua spread
it before her father and g gnest, The kuusht,
indecd, condescended to think her “sweet and
gerviceable ! :

The women of thoze days are often deseribed
only na they appeared at lestivals and tourns-
ments~ladies ol beauty, to whom Enights low-
cered thelr lances, of whom troubadours sung,
They had their amusements and their trumphe,
doubrless; but they also had their work, domes-
tic, dustrial, nnd esnitary, They kuew how
to bind up wounds and care lor the sick, and we
read mauy records of thelr knowledge 1n this
department.  Elsine, when ghe {oond Sir Laun-
celot terribly wounded in the eave, so skiltully
aiden him that, wuen the old hermit came whi
was learned in ell the simples and science of the
timies, he told the knight that “her one care
had snved his lie"—a plensing assurance that
there were medical men in those days, us well
as in our own, who expressed no unwillingess
to ullow a womun credit lor suceess in rheir
own profession.

Nluminated books sometimes show us pietures
of women of the humbler ranks or lte at their
work. On the border of & tine manuseript of
the time of Edward 1V there is the figure of a
woman cmployed with her distet, her head
ana neck enveloped 1w coverchief, The fizure
riges out of a flower. Ina munuscript of 1316
a countrywoman 1s engaged in churning, drossed
in a comfortable gown and apron, the gown
tidily pinned up, and her nead and neek na
cavercine!, The ehurn is of considerable height
and of very clumsy construetion, A blind begear
approsehes ner, 104 by his dog, who holds appa-
rently o cup in bis mouth to recewve donations,
In apother part of the =ame volume 14 a beauti-
ful damsel with her hair sprénd over hier shonl
ders, while her maid arrances her tresses with o
comb of ivory set in gold. The young lady holds
a small mirror, probably of polished steel, in her
hund. Speoimens of these curious combs and
mirrors yet exist in collections. A century later
we eee o pretty lnundress, holdiug in her hands
n number o1 delieately woven napking, which
look as if they might have come out of the
cluborately carved nupkin press ol the same
perioa in the colleetion of 8ir Samuel Myrick ot
Goodrich Court.

Althovgh the Enightof the Tower disapproved
of younpg ladies being taueght to write, there were
women whose employment wniting seems to
have been; but these were nuns safely shut

Hlll from the risk of billets-douwr. In Dr.
Maitlund's “Essays on the Dark Ages,” he
quotes from the bography of Diemudis,

o devont nun of the eleventh century, a list of
the volumes which she prepared with™ ber own
hand,written in beantiful and legible churacters,
to the vraise of God, and of the holy Apostles
Peter aund Paul, the patrons of the monastery,
which was that of Wessobrunn in Bavaria, The
list comprises thirty-one works, many of them
in three or four volumes; and although Diemu-
dis is nol supposed to have been an authoress,
she §s certninly worthy of having ber name
hauded downthrough eight centuries in witness
ol woman's indefatigablework 1o the seriprorium.
One missal prepared by Diemudis was given
to the Bishop of Treves, another to
Bishop of Avgsburg, and one Bible in two vol-
umes i mwentioned, which was exchanged by
the monastery for an estate,

We can picture (o oursclyves Diemudis in her
i'r_un't'nllm‘l dress, seated o the seriptorium,
with her materials for chirography. The sun,
as It stroams through the window, throws a
gelden bght over the vellum page, suegesting
the rich nue of the gilded nlmbus, while 1n the
convent garden she sces the white lily or the
muodest violet, which, typical of the Madonna,

spe transters to her illuminsed borders,
Thus has God eser interwoven fruth and
love with thelr correspondenca of beauty

and deyvelopment in the natural world, which
were open to the eves of Diemndis elght hun-
dred yeare ugo, perbaps as clearly as to our own
in their latter days. That women af even an
earlier century (ban that of Diemudis were per-
mitted to read, if not 1o write, is proved by the
descaiption of o private lbrary, given in the
letters of (. 8, Sidonius Apoltinaris, und quoted
m Bdwnrds' “History of Libraries.” This hook-
collvetion was the property of a gent'eman of
the fAith century, residing at his casile of
Prusiunn, It woas divided into three depart-
ments, the tirst of which was expressly in-
tended for the ladies of the fawmily, anod
contained beoks of plety aud devolion,
The gecond department was  lor  men,
and rather ungallautly stated to have
: fgher order: vet as the third depart-

18
boeen of o hig
ment was intended for the whole amily, and
contalped such works as Augustine, Origen,
Vaorre, Prudentiug, apd Horac the literary
tustes of the ladies should huve \#':'n sntistied,
We are ulso told that it was the odstom at the
castle of Prusiana to digcuss at dinner the books
read in the morning—which would tend to a
belief that conversation at the dinvertabiles of
the fivh contory might be as edifying as al toose
ol the nineteenth. .

A few feminine names connected with the
1ieratare of the Middle Ages have come down
to ug, The lays of Marie de France arg among
the mapuseripts in the Brivgh Muoseum, Mwarie's
personal history, us well as the pertod when sho
flourtshed., is uncerinin,  Her siyle I8 extremely
obsoure: but in her Preface she secws aware of
this defect, vet defends it by the example of the
gnclents, She conpsiders it the duty of sll per-
gons to smploy their talents; and as her gifts
were intellectual, she cast her thoughts in va-
rous directions ere she determined upon her

ecullar mission. She had intended trans-
ating from the Latin a good history, but some
one elge upluckily antlcipated her; sod she

finally settled hersell down to poetry, snd t

the !
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ibe Irnuslation of numerous lays she had trea.
sured in her piemory, as these wonld be now
to many of her readers, Lake other literary
ludies, sho complained of envy snld persocution,
but ghe perseveros through sl difficultics, and
dedicates her book ‘1o the Kine."

Mearie wus born in France. Sowe authorities
suppese she wrote in England during the reien
of enry 111, and thar the patron she names
was Willlam Lungue-espee, who died in 1225,
others, that this plus vaidantopatron was Wil-
llam, Count of Mavders, who accompanied St
Louis on his firgtl crusade in 1245, and was Kilted
tournament in

st o 1260. A loater sug-
miee 15 that the book was dedisated o
Stephen, French  being  his  nstive  lan-

Among the maouscripts of  tne

IiEge,

tm]im hegue Royale at Paris is Marie's teansln-
tion ol the ables which Henry Beauclere trans-
Inted from Latio into English, aud which Marieo
renders Into Freéncl, A proot that Marie's
pocms are extremely anclent i8 deduead from
the namwes in one of these mbles appliod to the
woll and the 1ox. She vees other pames than

thoee of Ysepgvin and Renord, which were
introduced ns early as the relen of Coour di
Liop, nud it would seem that she could
pot have foiled to notice these  remurk-
able pames, hod they exwsted In her time,
A complote collection  of the works of
Morie de France wis  published in

Parts in 1520, by M, de Roquefort, who spesks
ol her In the lollowing terms;—"8ho possessed
that penctration which distingoishes at pirst
sight the ditlerent passions ot woankind, which
FOVACE lipom the dillerent lorms they agsume,
and, remarking the objects of their votiee,
dliscovers gt the =ame time the mesns by which
they are attnined.” 1t this be s troe statement,
the nenteness of fewindne obeeryation has
guinud but little in the progress of vhe centuries,
and Ler terary sisters of the present ern ean
burdly hope to eclipse the penetration of Marie
e Franoe,

Toe Countesses de Div, supposad to be mother
and duogiter, were both poetesses, The elder
Indy was oeloved by RBabaud d'Orange, who
died in 1174, and the younger s celebrated by
Willlam Adbewar; a olstingnished troubadour.
He was visited on s death-bed by botn these
ladies, who afterwards crected nmonuwment to
his memory. The younger countess retired to
n convent, snd died soon after Adhemur.

In the Harlelnn Collection isa tine manu-

=eript contaiming the writings ol Chnstine de
Pisan, a distingnished woman of the tourteenth
century, Her lather, Thomas de Piian, a cele-
brated sevant of Bologna, had married a dough-
ter of n member of the Grand Jouuell of
Venice. So renowned was Thomns de Pisan
that the kings of Huneary and France deter
mined to win him away irom Bologna, Charles
¥V of Fiance, surnamed the Wise, was
enccessliul, and Thomas de Plsan went to Paris
in 1068, Dbis trapsfer o the French court
making a great densation among learocd and
sclentitic circles of that day. Charles londed
himn with weslth and honors, and chose him
Astiologer Rosal, According to the history, as
told by Louies Stuanrt Costello, 1o her “‘Speci-
mens of the Early Poetry of France,” Christine
wis but five years old when she aceom panied
her purents to Parig, where she received every
adyantaee of education, and, Inberiting her
father's literary tastes, early beenme learned (o
laugunges and science. Her personal charms,
together wiah ber inther’s high favor st Court,
attracied many adwirers. Sho married Stephen
Castel, o young gentleman of Pieardy, 1o whom
khe was tenderly attached, and whose chaneter
ghe bas drawn i most tavorable colors., A
few ycurs puassed happily, buf, ulas | changes
came, The king died, the pension and ofllces
bestowed upon Thomas de Plsan were sus-
ended, and the Astrologer Royal soon fol-
owed lis patron beyond the stars.  Castel
wis also deprived of his preferments: and
though he matntained hiz wife and family for a
time, he was cut ofl by death at thuty-four
yenis of ape. )

Christineg had need of all her energies to meat
suech f suceegsion of calumities, following close
on so brilliant a career, Devoting hersell anew
to study, she determined to tmprove her talents
for comyposition, aud to make her literary at-
tainments a weans of support tor her ehildren,
The 1ustrations in the manusceript volume of
her works pleture to us several gcenes jn Chris-
tine's lite,  1n one, the wrtist bus sliced ol the
gide of a house to allow us to see Chrietine In
her study, giving us also the exterior, rool und

dormer-windows, with points  finished by
gilt  balls, The room I very emall,
with 0 crimson and white tnjes-
iry hauging, Christine WeArs whaut
may be called the regulaton color for

literary ladies—blue, with the exwraordinary
two-peaked head-dress of the period, put on in
# deeidedly stropg-minded manner, At her feet
sits 0 white dog, small, but wise-Jooking, with a
ccllar of gold bells round his neck. Before
Chrisilne stanils a plaln table, covered with
green eloth: ber book, bound in erimson and
gold, in which she is writing, lies belore her.
Christine's etyle of holaing the implements—
one in each lind—and the case of materials lor
her work which lle beside her, are asccording

to representations  of  the minialori cali-
grafi at their labord; anu, as the art of
ealigrapby was  well known at Bologna,

#0 learned a man as Thomas de Plran must have
been acquainted with i, aad would have caused
hig talented danghter to be in<tructed in o
rare an aceomplishment. It is not therefore
unreasonable to believe that, in the beauti-
ful volume now iu the British Museum, the
work ol Christine’s hand, as well as the result
ot her genius, 15 preseryed. The next picture
shows us Christine presenting her book 10
Charles VII of France, who 12 dressed in a
black robe edged with ermine; bhe weurs a
golden belt, order, and crown. The king Is
gealed  bencath a  cunopy, blue, powderod
with flewrs de lis, Four courtiers stand
beside him, dressed In robes ol diferent
colorg—one in piok, and weur ng a large white
hat of Quuker-llke lasnion, Christine has pat
on & white robe over her blue dress, perhaps us
i sign of mourning—eshe belog then n widow,
A white vell depends from the peaks of her
bhead-dress. Bhe kueels beiore the king, and
presents her book.

Apother sand more elaborate ploture repre-
gents the repetition of the same ceremony belore
Isnbelle of Bavaris, queen of Churies Vi,
are here admitted oto the private roval apart-
ments of the fourteenth century. The hapg-
jugs of the apartment consist of strips, upon
which are alternately emblunzoned the armsrial
devices of France and Bavarin, A couch or bad,
with n gquare canopy covered with red and blue,
huving tho royal nrms embroidered in the eentre,
stunds on one side of the room. The quecn is
seuted upon a lounge of modern shape, covered
to correspond with the
in u ¢ plendid robe ot purple and gold, with lone

gleeyes sweeping the ground, lined with ermine; |
upon her head nrses o strueture of stuifed rolls, | vaoni at ¢

houvy in material. and covered wilh jowels,
which shoots up into two high pesks ubove Lier

forchead., Six ladies are in woitine, two o |
bleck and gold, with the stme enormous
hégagesrs, They it on the edee  of
her Malests's  sofs, while four ladies of
fnferior rank  and  plalner zarmoeots o
coutented with low benches, Chnstine reap

pears in ber bloe drese, and wnite-velled, peaked |

cap.  She koeels before the qocen, on o sqoare
corpet with o
and presents her bonk. A white Itulian hound
lies st the toot of the couch, while beside lsa-
belle sits & small white dog, resembling the one
wo saw In Christine’s gtudy,  As we can hardly
suppose Christine would bring her pet on s
solemn an oconston—Mar less aliow him to jump
up beside the quecn—and as this o le unimal
wenrs no gold bells, we nre led 1o auppode that
liitle white dogs were in fashion in the four-
teenth eentury.

We canuot say thot the portrait of I=abelle
gives ns ooy lden of her splendid beauty: bot
*“‘handsome Is Lthat bandsome does,” and as
Isnbelle's work was a very bad one in the Mid-
dle Ares, we will sne no more about her,

(Obristine was but twenty-five years ol age
when she beeame a widow, and her pervonal
charmes captivated the neart of no less g person-
age than the Earl of Salisbury, who cawe am.
bassador from Eogland to demind the bhand of
the very youthful princess, [sabelle; tar hisg
masier, :

They exchanged versed; and although Salis-
bury epoke by mo meand mystorlooaly, the

We |

tlons only in the light of complimentary
gpeeches from n gallsut Enieht.  Yhe Barl
coumderrd himselt as rejected, bade adien wo
love, and renovneed marriage. To Ubristine
he made a very sivgular propo-al for a rejeoted
lover—that of taking with him o Engiand her
eldesu son, promising to devote himsaif to his
education and preferment. The otler was too
valuabie (o be declined by & poor widow, whose
pen was her only mesns of eupporting her
mmily. That such a proof of devotion argued o
tenderer feeling than thet of knightly gallantry
murt hinve been apparent to Chrstine; bal for
rewgons Lest understood by hersell—and shall
we not believe will n heurt yet trae to her hog-
band’s memory '—she merely acknowledged the
kindness hown to ber son; and the Earl and
hi# adopted boy left France weether, When
Richard 1T was deposed, Henryv Bolingbroke
striick off the head of the Harl of Salhisbhory.
Among the pavers of the mutdered man the
Iays of Chirfstine were found by King Henry
who was g0 much strock with their pority nmi
bhesuty, that e wrote to the fair avthoress of
her son's enfety, nuder his protection, and in-
vited her to bis court.

Thir invitation was ot once n compliment and
uti Ansult, for the hand that sent 1 was stadned
with the blood of her friond. Christiue, how-
evet, hid worldly wisdom enough to rend nare-

| spectiul thovgh firm retusal to a erowned hend,

i succesalul soldier, amd one, moreover, who
held Ler son in his power, bFemnine tact must
Lhove gnided her pen, for Henry was nol
aflended, and twice deapatohod o herald to renew
the wmvitation 10 his court, She steadily de-
clined to leave France, bunt managod Lhe afair
g0 ndmirubly that she at last obtsined the re-
viern of her gon from England,

Like bher 1ather, Thomas de Pwan, Christine
seeme 1o have been sought as wn vinament of
their conrts by severnl ralers, Heury Boling.
broke could not gain her for Bugland, and the
Duke ot Milan dn vain urgea her to vestaedn tha
city, Eeldom hos o ltérary lady in any age
reeeived  sueh  tenipting  javitabions:  yet
Christine refuecd 1o leave France, althoungh
her own ftorfunes were apyvihiug but eortain,

The Duke of Uurgundy took her son under
his protcction, aud vreed Christine to write the
history ol her patron, Chuiles V oof France.
This was n work grateful to her teelings, find
she hnd commenced the memole when the denth
of the Duke deprived her of his patronage, and
threw her son again upen her eare, involving
Lher ip many anxieties,  Bul Christine bore her-
selt through sl ber trinls with irmness and pru-
dence, aud her Intter doys were more tranguil,
Slie took n deep interest in the ailrs of her
adopted country, and welconmed in her weitings
the appesrance ol the Maid of Orleans, e
belteve, however, that she was apared the pain
of witnessing the lusy aet in that deama of hise
tory. where ar imnoeent vietim was given up by
French pertidy to Englisa eruelty,

The decds of Joan of Are need no reeital here,
A duuphiter of Franee n the ninecteenth century
pad o gonl pure enougn to retdect the imoge of
the Muid of Orleans, and with a skiltul hand
ghe embodled the vision w marble, The stutue
ol Join ot Are, modelled by the Princess
Murie, sdorne—or rather sinctides—the nalls of
Yereailles,

Of woman's work as an aridst in the early
centuries we have a curious fllustraton n a
munuscript  belonzing o tae  Bibliotheque
Royale at Pavis, which exhibits o female fignre
phipting the gtatue of the Madonns., The artist
holds in her leit hund a paletie, which s the
curhest notice ofthe use of that imploment with
which antiguarians are acquminted, The lashion
ol painting teures cut in wood was once much
practised, and we see here the representation off
A femnle artist of very ancient aute,  Painting,
musie, and daneing come under the designation
ol secomphshnoeuts; yet to obtan distinetion
in any ot these branches ymphes a vast amount
of work. An illustration ol Lygaws *'Pil-
grim”  shows w8 a joungz lady playing
upon & speeles of organ  with one hand;
in the other she holds to her lips a
mellow horn, throngh which she pours her
bresth, it not her soul; lying beside heris n
stringed instrument called a sawtry, Soch
varted musical nequirements certpinly argue
both iudustry and devotion to art,  Charle-
magne's davgbiers wers distinguished for thelr
skill in daucing; and we read of many instances
in the Middle Ages ol women excelling in these
fine aris,

The period of time genernlly denominated

the Middle Ages commences with the filth
century and ends with the filleenth, We
huve p severnl instances ventured to extend

the limits as fur as o part of toe sixteenth
ceptury, and therefore inelude - among fe-
male artists  the bpame of Solomisba An-
puisciols, who was born about 1640, She was
t noble lady of Cremong, whose lame spread
early throughout Italy, In 1669, Philip II of
Spain wvited her to his court at Madreid, where
ou her arvival she was treated with great dis-
tinction. Her chief study wus portraltures, and
her pietures became objects ol great vulue to
kKings and popes,

Her royal patrons of Spain married their
artist to n voble Sieilian, @iving her u dowry of
twelve thousand ducats, and & pension of one
thousand ducats, beside rich presents 1o \apes-
triea and jewels. She went with her husbaad to
Palermo, where they resided several years, On
the death of her husband the King and Queen
of Bpain urged ber Lo return to their conrt; but
she execused hersell on aecount ol ner wish to
visit Cremona, Gmbarking on board a walley
for this purpose, bound to Genos, she was én-
tertained with such gallaptry by the captan,
Orazio Lomellint, one of the merchant princes
of that city, that the heart ol the distingulshea
artist was won, und she gave bim her hand on
their arcival st Genoa.

History does not tell ng whether she ever
revisited Cremomna, but she dwelt in Genoa
during the remainder of her lone lite, pursning
her art with great success, On her second mar-
tinge, her {nithiul friende in the royal Iamily of
Spain added lour hundred erowns to her pengion.
The Empress of Germany visited Bofonlsba on
the way to Spuin, and accepted from her hand
a little picture. Sofomisba became blind in her
old uge, but lost no other faculty. Vandyck
wis her guest when at Genos, and said that he
had learned more of his art from one blind old
woman than from any other teacher, A medal
was struck in her honor at Bologne. The
Academy of Fine Arts 4t Kdinburgh containg a
noble pleture by Vandyck, puinted in his [tallan
manner. It represemts individusls of the
Lomeliinl family, and was probably in progress
when he visited this illustrious woman, who
had become o wember of that house,

couch, Bheis dressed | probably the

geometrical-patierned border. |

stirling, in his “Arists ot Spuin,” states that
few of Sofonisby’s pictures are now known to
| exist, and that the beautiful portrait of herselfy
one mentioned by Vusari in the
wardrobe of the Cardieal di Monte at Rome, or
that noticed by Soprani in the palace of Gio-
ienod, 18 now In the possession of Earl
The engraving from this
picture, in Dibdin's Zdes A'thorpiane, les
before ue. We think the hetter of kings and
gueens who prized s woman with eyed so clowr,
and gn expression of such honesty und truth.

Epencer at Althorp.

The onginsl is said o be masterly in
s drawine and execution.  Solomsba Is
represented in u simple bigok dresd, and woars

no lewels, She tonches the keys ol a harpsi
ehord with her beautiiul hands; & duenna-like
peure of 4n old womnn stunds behind the io-
strument, aposrently lstening (o the melody,

Whatever of ekill or fame women huve
aequired through ages in other departments,
the nursery haes ever heen an undwputed sphere
for women's work. Nor haye we reason to
thank that, in the conturics we have boen cons
sidering, #he was not faithiul fo this, her espe-
ciul province. The cradle of Henry V, yet in
exislopee, 1 one ol the best speclmens of
pursery forniture m the Jourtecunth century
which ™ bave come down to us, Heausifully
curved folinge blls np the space hetween the up-
rights and étayveg and stuud of the eradle, which

is not npon rockers, bur dpparently swlogs like
the modern erib, Qo each of these uprights |s
perched g dove, earefully earved, woose guiet
ipfluences had pot mueh effect on Lhe Infant
dreams of Prince Hal,

Henry wps born at Monmouth, 1388, and sent
to Courtfield, abont seven miles distant, whers
the alr was considered more ralubrions, There
Le was nursed under the superintendence of

dy Montacute, sud in that place this
cratle was preserved lor many years., It

soge Chrissine afected to view his declari.

wag sold by o steward of the Monts-




